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Bonsai is a Japanese word thal
literally means “a plant in a tray."

While its origins trace back to China,
the Japanesé having improvised it,
this art is no longer exclusive 1o the
Orientals but is practiced in almost
all countries using species available
in their localities.

In the Philippines, it is believed that
the art of bonsai starled during the
Spanish times as there are accounts
by Father deé Morga, of Balete (Ficus $p.)
trees being planted in containers,
although its popularity among
Filipinos fs only recent. To date,
there are numerous Filipinos
throughout the archipelago who are
engaged in this art and for some
have become a way of life, with most
of their callection comprising of local
spacies.

It is an amazing feat that Filipinos
have caught up with this art in such
a short span of time and yet have
achieved a mastery of it recognized
in almost all parts of the globe,
thereby making Philippine bonsai a
source of pride and honor!
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The Biology Unit, founded in 1951, is a study unit of
the American Topical Association dedicated to the
international cooperative study of biological postage
stamps and related material.

Electronic versions of back copies of Biophilately are
available on our website, or from the Librarian on
request. Please contact the individual associate
editors if you have queries about the content of their
columns.

Send membership enquiries and change of address
notices to the secretary, Chris Dahle, (319) 364-4999,
address above. See the following page for dues rates.
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The purpose of this journal is to provide members with informative articles dealing with biological topics and to publish
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