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ATA’s Handbook 167, What’s First? From Abacus to Zebra: The First Time Topics and Pictured on Postage 

Stamps, illustrates and describes more than 800 topical firsts. They range from common topics, such as the first 

ship to more esoteric ones, such as the first handshake. 

What’s First? is arranged by decade, with the year of issue specified for each stamp. The arrangement makes it 

a fascinating window into the history, culture, and events of each decade. Jack Gray’s entertaining narrative 

gives us people and events as we move through the decades. This book makes fascinating reading for any stamp 

collector.  

Further details, ordering information and a discussions on the book are located at 

www.whatsfirst.americantopicalassn.org 

Ordering What’s First?  
The 8½ x 11" book is available in either print or DVD format. Cost is $40 plus postage. 

Postage cost for the print book: Postage cost for the DVD 

US: $4 US/Canada: $1.50 

Canada: $25.75 International: $3.50 

International: $35.75 


