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NTSS 2014 REPORT
Jack R. Congrove, BU1424

The American Topical Association held its annual National Topical Stamp Show 27-29 June 2014, at the
Renaissance St. Louis Airport Hotel. The theme this year was “Gateway to Topicals,” word play on the famous St.
Louis Gateway Arch landmark. The Biology Unit held its annual meeting at this show on Saturday. See the meeting
report by Chris Dahle on page 143.

I enjoy the NTSS the most of all the shows | attend and | wish all of our members would pay it a visit at least once.
The dealers have a wide variety of materials, and not just for the topical collector. But many of them specialize in
topical material and most have their items arranged so that it is easy for a collector to search for their topic without
having to wade through endless unrelated stuff.

Personally, | enjoy looking through boxes of mixed covers and postcards and | have discovered many treasured
items this way. However, | was so busy at the show this year that | did not have a chance to look through any dealer
offerings until Saturday afternoon. There are so many events happening that one person cannot participate in all of
them. In addition, as one of the organizers for SEAPEX this year, | was busy pursuing dealers and exhibitors to
support that show. And as co-chair of the NTSS to be held next year in Portland, Oregon, | was engaged in meetings
and coordination to prepare for it as well.

But enough of my whining. One of the main reasons | have so much fun at this show is the opportunity to see old
friends and meet new ones. The ATA also provides additional social activities that most other shows do not. For
example, on the Thursday before the show they
offer a half-day tour and on Monday following
the show, there is a full day tour involving local
attractions. This year the Thursday tour was
around St. Louis. We visited the restored post %
office and customs house and its museum and §
toured some of the St. Louis neighborhoods.
Especially interesting was the tour of the #
Cathedral Basilica of Saint Louis. This g
spectacular building is a true work of art.

For the Monday tour we traveled to Hannibal,
Missouri, to visit the Mark Twain Boyhood
Home and Museum. The Executive Director,
Henry Sweets, who is also a stamp collector and
philatelic judge, gave us a personal tour and
during lunch, gave a presentation on stamps and =
covers relating to Samuel Clemens and his Mark Twain Boyhood Home

literary creations based on items from his own L-R: Larry Davidson, David Kent, and Kathy Kirk
collection, many of which are unique.
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Now about the show itself. The bourse had 33 dealers mainly from the Midwest, but with a couple from as far away
as California and Florida. As | mentioned, I did not have a chance to shop much, but I did visit each dealer and they
were quite friendly and spent time chatting with me. | sensed that the attendance was lower than usual, so perhaps
they had a little more time to talk instead of being busy with many other customers.

There were 31 competitive exhibits consisting of 137 frames. No less than 15 of these exhibits were of biological
or medical themes. In addition, there were five novice exhibitors at this show. In most national shows it is atypical
to find more than one novice. Four of the novice exhibitors showed biological themes and all of them received
awards at Silver-Bronze, or above, with one meriting a Vermeil. This achievement is almost unheard of at a national
show. This remarkable showing is a terrifically positive sign for topical collecting and the philatelic jury was
considerably impressed.

The Biology Unit Award went to Vincent DeLuca for his exhibit The Olive—Olea europaea
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3.3 OLIVE USES and BYPRODUCTS

On the Greek island of Corfu (Kerkira),
many olive trees are grown, and olive oil
and olive wood are main products.

Olive wood is very hard and durable, and
since immemorial times, has been used
in several diverse ways.
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Athens, Greece 1944, Registered/express
cover to Hamburg, Germany. Cover was
censored at German censorship office i
Vienna (Ag), which handled all mail from
Romania, Tungary, Turkey, and Balkan
countries. Inscriptions in the rectangular
block read: Released Official Customs.
Cover paid all postal fees with a total of
30,000 Drachmas (2000 x 15 stamps)
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Homer’s Odyssey narrates of Odysseus (Ulysses), retuming home and
collapsing on olive wood bed, he had constructed for his wife Penelope.

According 10 a legend, Heracles
(Hercules) made his club from a
sturdy branch of olive.
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COCONUTS

A study of the coconut palm (Cocos nucifera)
and its relation to man and the environment.

...and let us begin our study with a stroll down

So pull your canoe onto the beach...
Cocoanut Palm Avenue ...
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... and enter the world of the coconut.

Split Coconuts (Approx 115 Actual Size)
Husk Off

Tongs 1 penvey Postal Card, King George Il indickum
Uprated 102 ¥ pence UPU post card rate to USA
Nukualofs. Tonga 8 JL12
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Former Unit member, Vincent DelLuca, won the Grand
award with The Olive—Olea europaeaa five-frame
thematic exhibit on the origin and evolution of the olive
tree and its uses. This honor makes the exhibit eligible for
the Champion of Champions competition at the APS
StampShow in Hartford, Connecticut, 21-24 August.

Another former Unit member, Phillip J. Stager, received
the Reserve Grand award for his eight-frame thematic
exhibit Coconuts a study of the coconut palm (Cocos
nuciferg and its relation to man. Phil also won the One-
frame Grand award with The Royal Palrra geographical
study of this landscape palm. The One-frame Grand
qualifies this exhibit to compete for the One-Frame
Champion of Champions award at the APS AmeriStamp
Expo in Riverside, California, 13-15 February 2015.

Botany was again well represented by Unit member Chris
Dahle’s five-frame thematic exhibit titled Exploring the
Evolution of Plantswhich received a Vermeil award.

Continuing with the botany theme, Unit member Dawn
Hamman received a Vermeil medal, the American
Association of Philatelic Exhibitors Award of Honor, and
the AAPE Best Title Page award for her one-frame
display exhibit, How to Grow Tomatoes

Title Page from Coconuts
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Wate Lilies

Vascular Plants Mognota  Monocots
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Revised Malvaceae includes Theobroma cacao, Cola and Chlamydicola, which were classified in Sterculiaceae.
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AEROGRAMME
AIR LETTER

Cola rostrata

REPUBLIOUE CABORNSL
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Gold Coast serogramme overprinted Ghana Independence: Theobroma cacao *
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Also Ceiba pentandra (Kapok) from S. America, and Tilia (linden).
Chlamydicola chlamydantha
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Adansonia gregorii
Adansonia digitata
Adansonla digitata
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Red, ripe and delicious. If you want the best,
you have to learn
How to Grow I atoes
It’s a snowy February day. Will winter ever end? Your mail carrier

delivers an advertisement from a nursery, and
suddenly you're dreaming of picking a big, juicy to

This display class exhibit shows,
step by step, how to grow
tomatoes at home.

Keep your fingers crossed,
so you too will have a bumper crop.

Plan

Introduction
Step 1: Getting Started
Step 2: Choosing Varieties
Step 3: Planting
Step 4: Letting Mother Nature Take Over
Step 5: Controlling Weeds, Pests

and Diseases

Step 6: Enjoying the Crop

Seed packet, circa 1920, William D. Burt had a seed busi-
ness in Dalton NY, 1896-1925. Stone lithography printed
by Genesee Valley Lithograph Co, Rochester, NY, 1912-
early 1920s. Introduced in 1886 by pioneer scedsman A.W.
Livingston, the variety Livingston, still available

today, produces 5-6 0z., smooth-skinned tomatoes.
Packets were popular because of the bright colored
printing. They were sold at 5 and 10 cents stores.
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Page from Exploring the Evolution of Plants

After botany, the next most popular biological area was
mammals with three exhibits. Robert Mather received a
Gold medal for The Donkeya ten-frame thematic exhibit
on the history of this animal. Dennis Carman received a
Vermeil medal and the Ships on Stamps award for his eight
frame thematic exhibit, Thar She BlowsA History of
Whales and WhalingGeorge DeKornfeld received a
Vermeil medal for Making Whitetail Venison Sausage
one-frame thematic exhibit in recipe form. Though it is not
to some people’s taste, it does involve a mammal.

Unit member Susan Jones, one of the novice exhibitors,
won a Silver award for her two-frame display exhibit, The
African Coelacantha story of a living fossil once thought
extinct. | learned a lot from this interesting exhibit.

Another Unit member and novice exhibitor, Barbara
Herbert, received a Silver medal and the ATA Chapter V
Incentive Award for her one-frame thematic exhibit
California QuaiBeyond Their Native Territorgbout
these birds living outside their native range.

Dawn Hamman included some more birds with her five-
frame display exhibit Backyard Chickenswhich received
a Vermeil medal and an AAPE Award of Honor.

Title Page from How to Grow Tomatoes

1. Finding a Living Fossil

The Swiss scientist Louis Agassiz first identified a coelacanth in 1835 from fossil remains
found in England. Since then, ists have found of fossils
worldwide in rocks 400 to 80 million years old. To date they have identified over 80 fossil
coelacanth species, including about 13 from Africa.

UNION des COMORES

Scientists learned from fossils that coelacanths are “lobe-finned fish” (above). In lobe-finned
fish their thin radiating fin bones attach to fieshy, club-shaped lobes supported by stout bones,
not directly to the fish's body (below, left and center). In contrast, the radiating fin-bones of ray-
finned fish attach directly to their bodies (below right).

Although numerous in the fossil record, today only 8 of the 27,000-plus living species of fish
are lobe-fins: 6 species of lungfish and 2 species of coelacanths.

pictured the South Amencan lunghsh.

Liebig's Extract of Meat Company issued many
iustrated advertising trach
cards with storios, historical (dbits, geographic
sibis, and nature themes. This is ono of the set

six Liebg trade cards ‘PREHISTORIC
ANIMALS STILL SURVIVING® dafing from
950

Page from The African Coelacanth
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Coccinellidae-Ladybird Beetles page3

1.2 Other species
Not all ladybird beetles are red with black spots.

They can be black with red spots ...red with black splotches ...black with red splotches

Ascension Idand ,

Adalia alpina Coccinella transversalis
Transverse ladybird beetle

Cheilomenes lunata
Lunate ladybird beetle

...orange

Coccinella repanda
Transverse ladybird beetle

...yellow

Heteroneda reticulata

montrouzieri

Page from Coccinellidaed Ladybird Beetles

One of my favorite exhibits was from former Unit member
Jean Stout, another novice exhibitor at this show. Last year
she decided to try making an exhibit by picking an off-the-
wall topic depicted on only a small quantity of stamps. I
think she succeeded admirably and the jury agreed. Her

two-frame display exhibit titled, A Celebration of the

Cockroach! not only won a Vermeil medal, but also
received the AAPE Creativity Medal and the AAPE Novice
Award. I am looking forward to seeing this exhibit again at
SEAPEX.

As a collector of butterflies on stamps, | am always
interested in exhibits that deal with insects and this show
had another such presentation. Janice Erbach, another
novice, received a Silver-Bronze medal and the Women
Exhibitors Sterling Achievement Award for her one-frame

thematic exhibit Coccinellidae—Ladybird Beetles and

their Impact on Man

I think many people were as impressed as | at the quantity
and quality of the biological topic presentations at this
show. The featured study unit this year was the Americana
Study Unit. They had a one-frame exhibit that showcased
their unit history. Next year in Portland, Oregon, our own
Biology Unit will be the featured study unit. Unit members
will be working on a Unit exhibit to display at that show.
Let us all prepare an exhibit on a biology topic for the show
next year and break the record set this year.

Backyard Chickens

Raising Chickens at Home—Then and Now

Keeping small flocks of chickens in suburban and urban yards is very popular in the
United States today, just as it was from the Jate 19th century to the 1950s. The purpose of
this display exhibit is to show how people kept chickens back then, and contrast it with
how it is being done now.

If you like fresh eggs, this might be a hobby for you. Read on for some practical advice.
You'll see how to avoid the problems of Lucille Ball, when boxes arrived at her door...

Lucy Raises Chick-
ens first aired Mar
4, 1957, Lucy buys

the coop is ready;
Ricky comes home
10 a house full of
baby chicks,

. Introduction

1.1 Chickens in U.S. History
. Why Raise Chickens?
Backyard Considerations

5. Ready for Live Chicks
5.1 How to Purchase Chicks
5.2 Prepare for Their Arrival
5.3 Off to a Good Start

6. A Home for the Chickens
6.1 Daily Routine

W

3.1 A Rooster—or not?
3.2 Decisions to Make

4. Choose Your Chicken Breeds 6.2 Safety Issues
4.1 Lots of Eggs 7. Eggs
4.2 Friendly Chickens 7.1 Enjoy!

4.3 Showy Chickens

Title Page from Backyard Chickens

3.2 THE COCKROACHES'S HABITS Glant Cockroach
Spotted Cockroach
Blabrida bleberus, Giant cockroach

The Giant cockroach is as big as a sparrow
with a wider wing-spread. They are found
in the tropical areas of Brazil. The Giant
cockroach is the largest representative of
the Blattidae family which contains some
3500 species. The Giant cockroach avoids
inhabited areas and lives secretively amid
the mass of dried vegetation and worm
-eaten trunks of dead trees.

1962 York Dinosaur
Trading Card #5
Produced by York Peanut
Butter and York Salted Nuts,
Inc. f 3C

Cartoblatta pulchra,
Spotted cockroach

Kel'— -

65 p._!
Aggregation of nymphs of the
Spotted cockroach on a tree trunk
in Kenya. The nymphs are both
aposematically colored and

produce a sticky exudate on
abdominal segments.

Note: The heads are oriented
toward the center of the group

1975-80 Safari Animal Fact Photo Card by
Editions Rencontre S. S. Lausanne

Photo: Albert Visage-Jacana

1978 English Translation - Printed in Japan
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